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^J^fORK, work, work!
" ^

* * *

One war at a time.

* * *

Give the boys a chance.

All in that one word,

thorough.

* * *

Hold on with a buU-dog

grip.
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We cannot escape history.

* * *

I can bear censure, but not

insult

!

* * *

Never regret what you don't

write.

* * *

Better hatch the egg than

smash it.

More pegs than holes to put

them in.
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I'm nothing, but truth is

everything.

* * *

Let none falter who thinks

he is right.

Lord Lyons, go thou and do

hkewise.

* * *

Freedom is the last, best

hope of earth.

* * *

Don't swap horses in cross-

ing a stream.
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This nation should be on

the Lord's side.

* * *

We are indeed the treasury

of the world.

Let us have faith that right

makes might.

* * *

I'm glad of the chance to

finish this big job.

Public opinion in this coun-

try is everything.



THE SAYINGS OF LINCOLN

Nothing valuable can be

lost by taking time.

* * *

I am free from any taint of

personal triumph.

Calling a sheep's tail a leg

doesn't make it so.

* * *

Wealth is a superfluity of

what we don't need.

* * *

If slavery is not wrong, then

nothing is wrong.
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With malice toward none,

with charity for all.

* * *

Like a seven-foot whistle on

a five-foot boiler.

The gentleman smelt no roy-

alty in our carriage.

* * *

Many have got into a habit

of being dissatisfied.

Let them laugh, as long as

the thing works well.
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I call these weekly recep-

tions my "public opinion

baths."

* * *

Come what will, I will keep

my faith with friend and foe.

* * *

With firmness in the right,

as God gives us to see the

right.

* * *

My politics are short and

sweet, like an old woman's

dance.
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I count for something and

there will be no more fighting.

* * *

You haven't a stray post-

office in your pocket, have

you?

* * *

My paramount object in

this struggle is to save the

Union.

* * *

Be sure you put your feet

in the right place, then stand

firm.
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Discourage litigation. There

will still be business enough.

* * *

What use to me would be a

second term if I had no coun-

* * *

With a brave army and a

just cause, may God sustain

you

* * *

In the comer there's a rat-

hole that will bear looking

into.
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If elected I shall be thankful,

if not it will be all the same.

* * *

When you have written a

wrathful letter

—

put it in the

stove!

•A- * *

There is no grievance that

is a fit object of redress by

mob law.

* * *

Suspicion and jealousy never

did help any man in any situa-

tion.
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God bless my mother! All

I am or hope to be I owe to her.

If ever I get a chance to hit

that thing (slavery), I'll hit

it hard

!

Never get between the

woman's skillet and the man's

ax-helve.

These men mil find that

they have not read their Bibles

aright.
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Shakespeare was the best

judge of human nature that

ever wrote.

5H * *

It is unnecessary to remind

your lordship that this means

WAR,
* * *

Faith in God is indispensable

to successful statesmanship.

* * *

It is better only sometimes

to be right than at all times to

be wrong:.
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My boy, never try to be

President! If you do, you

never will be.

* * *

The dogmas of the quiet

past are inadequate to the

stormy present.

* * *

We might just as well take

the people into our confidence.

* * *

A private soldier has as

much right to justice as a

major-general.
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When you can't remove an

obstacle, plotigh around it!

* * *

I am slow to learn and slow

to forget that which I have

learned.

* * *

I authorize no bargains for

the Presidency, and will be

bound by none.

* * *

This government cannot en-

dure permanently half slave

and half free.
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Sending men to that army
is like shoveling fleas across a

barnyard.

* * *

Honorable alike in what we
give and what we preserve.

* * *

This country, with its insti-

tutions, belongs to the people

who inhabit it.

* * *

If men never began to drink

they would never become
drunkards.

19
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That some are rich shows

that others may become rich.

* * *

Don't shoot too high—aim

low and the common people

will understand.

I have great respect for the

semicolon ; it is a mighty handy

little fellow.

* * *

For those who like this kind

of book, this is the kind of

book they will like.

20
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Being elected has not pleased

me so much as I expected.

* * *

For thirty years I have been

a temperance man, and am too

old to change.

* * *

I do not think much of a

man who is not wiser to-day

than he was yesterday.

Gold is good in its place;

but loving, brave, patriotic

men are better than gold.

21
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The Lord must love the

common people—that's why he

made so many of them.

* * *

If you have made a bad

bargain, hug it all the tighter!

* * *

Better give your path to a

dog—even killing the dog

would not cure the bite.

Now, sonny, keep that (tem-

perance) pledge and it will be

the best act of your life.

22



THE SAYINGS OF LINCOLN

No man is good enough to

govern another man without

that other man's consent.

* * *

He can compress the most

words into the smallest ideas

of any man I ever met.

I know I am right because I

know Liberty is right.

Would you undertake to dis-

prove a proposition in Euclid

by calling Euclid a liar?

23
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It is the same spirit that

says: "You work and toil and

earn bread and I will eat it."

* * *

Disenthrall ourselves, then

we shall save ourselves.

It will be some time before

the front door sets up house-

keeping on its own account

!

* * *

Meet face to face and con-

verse together—the best v/ay

to efface unpleasant feeling.

24
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I am like the boy that

stumped his toe: hurt too

much to laugh and too big to

cry.

Trusted in Providence till

the britchin broke, and then

didn't know what on airth to

do!

If Minnehaha means
*

' Laughing Water, " " Weeping
Water" must be "Minneboo-
hoo!"

25
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As our troops can neither

crawl under Maryland, nor fly

over it, they must come across

it.

* * *

I feel like a man letting

lodgings at one end of the

house while the other end is on

fire.

* * *

I believe I have made some

mark which will tell for the

cause of liberty long after I am
gone.
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Until every drop of blood

drawn with the lash shall be

paid by another, drawn with

the sword.

* * *

Slavery is founded in the

selfishness of man's nature

—

opposition to it, in the love of

justice.

Hi H^ H«

Familiarize yourself with the

chains of bondage and you pre-

pare your own limbs to wear

them.
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I'm making generals now.

In a few days I'll be making

quartermasters, and then I'll

fix you.

^ ^ ^

That government of the

people, by the people, and for

the people, shall not perish

from the earth.

* ^ *

To several "weighty" men
from the upper part of Dela-

ware :

'

' Didn't the State tip up

when you got off?"

28
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I want it said of me that I

plucked a thistle and planted

a flower where I thought a

flower w^ould grow.

^ ^ ^

Let not him who is homeless

pull down the house of another,

but let him labor diligently to

build one for himself.

Take all of the Bible upon
reason that you can, and the

balance on faith, and you will

live and die a better man.

29
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If this country cannot be

saved without giving up that

principle, I would rather be

assassinated on this spot than

surrender it.

* * *

Is a man to blame for having

a pair of cowardly legs?

Like the pair of pantaloons

the Yankee peddler offered for

sale, ''Large enough for any

man—small enough for any

boy."

30
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I will hold McClellan's horse

if he will win a battle

!

You may fool all of the

people some of the time, and

some of the people all of the

time, but you cannot fool all

of the people all of the time.

Nobody has ever expected

me to be President. In my
poor, lean, lank face, nobody

has ever seen that any cab-

bages are sprouting out.

31
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A man has no time to spend

in quarrels. If any man ceases

to attack me I never remember

the past against him.

* * *

There are already too many
weeping widows in the United

States. For God's sake don't

ask me to make any more

!

Repeal the Missouri Com-
promise; repeal all compro-

mises; repeal the Declaration

of Independence; repeal all

32
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past history; you cannot re-

peal human nature.

* * *

If all that has been said in

praise of woman were applied

to the women of America, it

would not do them justice for

their conduct during this war.

God bless the women of

America

!

33



THE GETTYSBURG
SPEECH.

Address at the Dedication

OF Gettysburg Ceme-

tery, November 19,

1863.

Fourscore and seven years

ago our fathers brought forth

upon this continent a new
nation, conceived in liberty,

and dedicated to the proposi-

tion that all men are created

equal.

34
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Now we are engaged in a

great civil war, testing whether

that nation, or any nation so

conceived and so dedicated,

can long endure. We are met
on a great battlefield of that

war. We are met to dedicate

a portion of it as the final

resting-place of those who here

gave their lives that that

nation might live. It is al-

together fitting and proper that

we should do this.

But in a larger sense we
cannot dedicate, we cannot
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consecrate, we cannot hallow

this ground. The brave men,

living and dead, who struggled

here have consecrated it far

above our power to add or

detract. The world will little

note nor long remember what

we say here but it can never

forget what they did here.

It is for us, the living, rather

to be dedicated here to the

unfinished work that they have

thus far so nobly carried on.

It is rather for us to be here

dedicated to the great task

36
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remaining before us; that

from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to the

cause for which they here gave

the last full measure of devo-

tion; that we here highly

resolve that the dead shall not

have died in vain; that the

nation shall, under God, have

a new birth of freedom, and

that government of the people,

by the people, and for the

people, shall not perish from

the earth.
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SECOND INAUGURAL
ADDRESS

Fellow-countrymen: — At

this second appearing to take

the oath of the Presidential

office, there is less occasion for

an extended address than there

was at first. Then a state-

ment, somewhat in detail, of a

course to be pursued, seemed

very fitting and proper. Now,

at the expiration of four years,

during which public declara-

tions have been constantly

38
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called forth on every point and

phase of the great contest

which still absorbs the atten-

tion and engrosses the energies

of the nation, little that is new
could be presented.

The progress of our arms,

upon which all also chiefly

depends, is as well known to

the public as to m^^self; and

it is, I trust, reasonably satis-

factory and encouraging to all.

With high hope for the future,

no prediction in regard to it

is ventured.

39
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On the occasion correspond-

ing to this four years ago, all

thoughts were anxiously di-

rected to an impending civil

war. All dreaded it, all sought

to avoid it. While the inaugu-

ral address was being delivered

from this place, devoted al-

together to saving the Union

without war, insurgent agents

were in the city seeking to

destroy it with war—seeking

to dissolve the Union and

divide the effects by negotia-

tion. Both parties deprecated

40
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war, but one of them would

make war rather than let the

nation survive, and the other

would accept war rather than

let it perish; and the war

came. One-eighth of the

whole population were colored

slaves, not distributed general-

ly over the Union, but localized

in the southern part of it.

These slaves constituted a

peculiar and powerful interest.

All knew that this interest

was somehow the cause of the

war. To strengthen, perpetu-

41
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ate, and extend this interest

was the object for which the

insurgents would rend the

Union by war, while the gov-

ernment claimed no right to

do more than to restrict the

tenitorial enlargement of it.

Neither party expected for

the war the magnitude or the

duration which it has already

attained. Neither anticipated

that the cause of the conflict

might cease when, or even

before, the conflict itself should

cease. Each looked for an

42
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easier triumph, and a result

less fundamental and astound-

ing. Both read the same
Bible and pray to the same

God, and each invokes His aid

against the other. It may
seem strange that any men
should dare to ask a just

God's assistance in wringing

their bread from the sweat of

other men's faces; but let us

judge not, that we be not

judged. The prayer of both

could not be answered. That

of neither has been answered

43
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fiilly. The Almighty has His

own purposes. "Woe unto

the world because of offenses,

for it must needs be that

offenses come, but woe to

that man by whom the offense

cometh." If we shall suppose

that American slavery is one

of those offenses which, in the

providence of God, must needs

come, but which having con-

tinued through His appointed

time, He now wills to remove,

and that He gives to both

North and South this terrible

44
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war as the woe due to those

by whom the offense came

—

shall we discern there any

departiire from those divine

attributes which the believers

in a Hving God always ascribe

to Him? Fondly do we hope,

fervently do Ave pray, that

this mighty scourge of war

may speedily pass away. Yet

if God wills that it continue

until all the v^ealth piled by

the bondsman's two hundred

and fifty years of unrequited

toil shall be sunk, and until

45
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every drop of blood drawn

with the lash shall be paid

by another . drawn with the

sword; as was said three

thousand years ago, so still it

must be said, that "the judg-

ments of the Lord are true and

righteous altogether."

With malice towards none,

with charity for all, with firm-

ness in the right, as God gives

us to see the right, let us

strive on to finish the work we
are in; to bind up the nation's

wounds; to care for him who
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shall have borne the battle,

and for his widow and his

orphans; to do all, which may
achieve and cherish a just and

a lasting peace among our-

selves and with all nations.

47
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